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The research project UP2YOUTH

Transition regimes as heuristic tool

Youth and social change

Youth and changes in the life 
course

Agency in comparative perspective

Conclusions
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Coordinated Action - FP 6

18 teams - 15 countries

3 strands:

• Young parenthood

• Civic participation

• Transitions of young 
people from an ethnic 
minority or migration 
background
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Individu-
alisation

Learning

Culture Policies
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Transition Regimes

Derived from 
“welfare 
regimes” 

typologies

Heuristic 
rather than 
descriptive 

tool

„Gestalt‟ 
approach: 

socio-
economic 

foundations, 
institutional 
rationales, 

cultural 
patterns

De-
constructing 
„normalities‟
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Dimensions of Transition Regimes

Struc-
tures of 
welfare 
policies

Edu-
cation
and 

training 
systems

Labour 
markets

Policies 
against 
youth 
unem-

ployment

Mecha-
nisms of 

doing 
gender

Represen
tations of 

„youth‟
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• Anglo-Saxon countriesLiberal

• Nordic countriesUniversalistic

• Mediterranean countriesSub-protective

• Continental countriesEmployment-centred

• Central and Eastern EuropePost-socialist

   2YOUTH

    Youth – Actor of Social Change

UP

http://www.iris-egris.de/


IRIS Tübingen (DE)

Young parenthood Civic 

participation

Transitions of ethnic 

minority youth

University of Leiden 

(NL)

National School of Public 

Health (FR)

University of Copenhagen 

(DK)

University of Milano-

Bicocca (IT)

NEC, Plovdiv (BG)

University of Dresden 

(DE)

University of Ljubljana 

(SI)

University of Belfast 

(UK)

University College Cork 

(IRL)

Austrian Youth Research 

Institute (AT)

University of Trnava (SK)

University of Bologna (IT)

German Youth Institute 

(DE)

AREA Valencia (ES)

ANSIT, Bucharest (RO)

University of Helsinki (FI)

Institute for Social 

Sciences, Lisbon (PT)

   2YOUTH

    Youth – Actor of Social Change

UP

http://www.iris-egris.de/


agency

youth

social 
change 

   2YOUTH

    Youth – Actor of Social Change

UP

Sensitizing 

Concepts

http://www.iris-egris.de/


Multi-faceted 
societal changes

Changing modes of 

social integration

Youth and social change
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De-
standardi-

sation

Frag-
mentation

Diversificati
on of life 
course 

transitions

Dis-
appearance 

of 
adulthood?

Youth and changes in the life course
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YOYO transitions
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Structure-
angle

Choice-
angle 

Agency in youth research and –

policy:
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Whether 
or not?

How 
much?

How?

Agency as an integrative concept
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Culture

• partly shaping, 
partly resulting 
from young 
people‟s agency

Learning

• situated, 
inventive, often 
related to risk-
management

Culture and learning as keys to agency
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Conclusions 1: Benefits for research

• Subjectivity has gained so much 
importance for social integration 
processes that it cannot be separated 
from the more structure related strands 
of youth research

http://www.iris-egris.de/


Conclusions 2: Integrated Transition 
Policies

•Youth as a life phase on its own

•Securing experimenting

•No target group containers

•Reflexivity and participation

   2YOUTH

    Youth – Actor of Social Change

UP

http://www.iris-egris.de/


More info on

up2youth.org
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